
World War I (1914-1918)









Importance
WWI resulted in over 41 million casualties, created major political changes, 
and left unresolved rivalries which ultimately contributed to the start of the 

Second World War.
• First truly global war
• Modern industrial weapons with no concept of destruction
• Shaped the 20th century:
oRussian Revolution
oAmerica as a global power 
oFailed peace settlement= WWII
oThen to the Cold War (Soviet Union vs U.S.A.)
o International Law Established
oWe still live with its un resolved bitter consequences



Could war have been avoided?



M.A.I.N. Causes

•Militarization

•Alliance System

•Imperialism

•Nationalism











Gavrilo Princip

• “Whenever Princip missed a shot we would stand around and laugh 
at him.” 



“Sick Man of Europe” (Ottoman Empire)



The Balkans



The Balkans 
• Balkans were the most unstable region in Europe

• Austria-Hungarian, Russian, and Ottoman Empires fought for power in 
the area

• Serbia, Bosnia, and Albania under Ottoman control for many years

• 1912-1913 Serbia had thrown Turks out 

• Serbs of Austro-Hungarian Empire sought unification with 
independent Serbia

• Serbian nationalism challenged Austro-Hungarian Empire 



The Austro-Hungarian Empire 

• Heir to throne was Franz Ferdinand

• Hapsburg family rule 

• Lots of territorial acquisition 

• Franz Joseph (uncle of Franz Ferdinand) 66 
years/resisted change of any kind/ hated 
political reform 

• Title of Emperor of Austria and King of 
Hungary

• Vienna, Austria cosmopolitan center 

• Over 10 different nationalities



“Sick Man of Europe”



“Slavs are born not to rule, but to obey” 
–Franz Joseph 



“Prison of Nations” to Serbia

• Ethnic Austrian Hungarians only ones with power

• 1905 nationalist demonstrations in Vienna

• 1912 rioting in Budapest

• Ethnic unrest in the empire

• Russians promoted Pan-Slavism 

• Many wanted to unite under a single Slav state (Yugoslavia) 

• Serbians killed old king of Serbia who was to close to Austro-
Hungarian Empire 

• Serbia seen as a “a nest of revolutionaries” by A-H Empire



Black Hand
• Secret Serbian military society used terror and assassination to try to 

establish Yugoslavia

• Had tried to kill Franz Joseph



Archduke Franz Ferdinand



Gavrilo Princip
• was a member of Young Bosnia, 

a Yugoslavist organization seeking an end 
to Austro-Hungarian rule in Bosnia. 

• "I am a Yugoslav nationalist, aiming for 
the unification of all Yugoslavs, and I do 
not care what form of state, but it must 
be freed from Austria.”

• 28 June 1914 at the age of 19 years old, 
he initiated a chain of events that would 
lead to the outbreak of WWI

• Princip and his accomplices were 
arrested and implicated the Serbian 
nationalist secret military society 
called Unification or Death (More 
popularly known as the Black Hand), 
leading Austria-Hungary to issue 
a démarche to Serbia known as the July 
Ultimatum.
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Sarajevo



“Sick Man of Europe”



Assassination

• The assassination of 
Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria, heir 
presumptive to the Austro-
Hungarian throne, and his 
wife Sophie, Duchess of 
Hohenberg, occurred on 28 
June 1914 in Sarajevo 
when they were mortally 
wounded by Gavrilo 
Princip.





War Brewing 
• Serbia had good as well pulled the trigger itself

• Over 200 Serbs arrested in Sarajevo alone 

• Austria Hungary “Serbia must learn to fear us again”

• “Not the crime of a single fanatic”

• BUT BOTH SIDES HAD POWERFUL FRIENDS

• A-H sends list of demands to Serbia (knows it will be rejected)



Franco-Prussian War (1871) → Otto von Bismarck



German Unified in 1871

• The Franco-Prussian War, a war in 
which a coalition of German states 
led by Prussia defeated France. The 
war marked the end of French 
hegemony in continental Europe 
and resulted in the created of a 
unified Germany. 

• The German states proclaimed their 
union as the German Empire under 
the Prussian king Wilhelm I, finally 
uniting Germany as a nation-state.
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Germany

• 1914 Germany hugely powerful and advanced/ industrial far more 
advanced/ social pioneering/ German culture revered across the 
world 

• German army

• Extend power across sea

• Fleet threat to British global power



Secret Treaty Alliances





Not Just Another War in the Balkans 

• Serbia had powerful friends (RUSSIA)

• A-H backed by Germany (“Blank Check”)

• Alliance system made this not just another war in the Balkans 

• German Kaiser Wilhem II agrees with A-H (grandchild to Queen 
Victoria, cousin is King George V of the United Kingdom and Czar 
Nicholas II of Russia)



“The Great War” Begins (1914) 

• On July 28, 1914 Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia

• Russia mobilized to defend its Serbian ally 

• July 31, Germany sent ultimatums to Russia and France

• Aug 1, Germany declared war on Russia/France, invaded Belgium

• Aug 4, to protect Belgium, Britain declared war on Germany



Alliance System
• Rival alliance systems obligated to come to one another’s defense

The Central Powers
• Germany and Austria-Hungary formed a Dual Alliance 1879

• Italy joined Dual Alliance, 1882, which became Triple Alliance

• Ottoman Empire loosely affiliated with Germany

The Allies 
• Britain, France, and Russia formed the Triple Entente 







Nationalism/National Rivalries 

• The naval race between Germany and Britain increased tensions

• Colonial disputes of the late 19th century (Germany unified in 1871; 
came late to the colonial race)

• Public opinion supported national rivalries



Western Front



How do you think industrialization effected 
combat during World War I? 



First Modern War

• Trenches

• Machine Guns

• Poison Gas

• U-boats (used especially by Germans)











Chemical Weapons (Gasses)
*Mustard Gas- Toxic war gas with 
sulfide based compounds that raises 
blisters and attacks the eyes and lungs







“No Man’s Land”
*The area of land between two 
enemy trench systems, which 
neither side wished to cross or 
seize due to fear of being 
attacked by the enemy







Stalemate 

• Bloodletting: long costly battles

• New tech favored defensive tactics over offensive tactics 

• At the Somme, Britain and Germany saw losses of 420,000 each

• New rules of engagement
• Civilians became targets

• Air raids against civilians; naval blockades common



Introduction of Tanks

• The first use of tanks on 
the battlefield was the use 
of British Mark I tanks at 
the Battle of Flers-
Courcelette (part of the 
Battle of the Somme) on 
15 September 1916, with 
mixed results; many broke 
down, but nearly a third 
succeeded in breaking 
through.



The Homefront and the War Economy 

• Economy mobilized to the war effort 

• Women served the war by entering the workforce

• Propaganda campaigns to maintain national support for the war

• Later social effect (Women’s rights? Women’s suffrage?) 



Propaganda 



Russian Revolution (1917)



Czar Nicholas II of Russia



Bolsheviks

• Vladimir Lenin (Revolutionary Marxist)

• German authorities delivered Lenin to 
Russia, 1917, to take Russia out of the war.

• Headed radical Bolshevik Party; demanded 
power to soviets, withdrawal from the war.

• The October Revolution (“Peace, Land, and 
Bread”)

• Seized power from provisional government 
in name of all soviets 



Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (1918)
• Russia withdrew from war, made a separate peace with Germany
• . According to the treaty, Soviet Russia defaulted on all of Imperial Russia's 

commitments to the Allies and eleven nations became independent in Eastern 
Europe and western Asia.

• In the treaty, Russia ceded hegemony over the Baltic States to Germany; they were 
meant to become German vassal states under German princelings. Russia also 
ceded its province of Kars Oblast in the South Caucasus to the Ottoman Empire and 
recognized the independence of Ukraine. 

• According to historian Spencer Tucker, "The German General Staff had formulated 
extraordinarily harsh terms that shocked even the German negotiator." Congress 
Poland was not mentioned in the treaty, as Germans refused to recognize the 
existence of any Polish representatives, which in turn led to Polish protests.

• When Germans later complained that the later Treaty of Versailles in the West of 
1919 was too harsh on them, the Allied Powers responded that it was more benign 
than the terms imposed by Brest-Litovsk treat
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Rasputin 



The Romanov Dynasty Ends

•The Russian Imperial Romanov family (Tsar 
Nicholas II, his wife Tsarina Alexandra and their 
five children Olga, Tatiana, Maria, Anastasia, 
and Alexei and all those who chose to 
accompany them into imprisonment were shot 
and bayoneted to death on the night of 16–17 
July 1918.
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Anastasia????



Fabergé Eggs



U.S. Entry (1917)
Officially neutral but…US companies sold 
supplies/gave loans to Allies

Three main reasons:

1. German unrestricted submarine warfare

2. Sinking of the Lusitania (1,198 passengers died, 
128 Americans) (1915)

3. The Zimmerman Telegram

U.S. declared war on Germany, April 6th 1917







Ottoman Empire



Young Turks
• a political reform movement in the early 20th century that consisted of 

Ottoman exiles, students, civil servants, and army officers.[1] They favoured
the replacement of the Ottoman Empire's absolute monarchy with 
a constitutional government.

• After 1908, the Young Turks' initial umbrella political party, the Committee 
of Union and Progress (CUP) began a series of political reforms and military 
modernization across the Ottoman Empire. However, the CUP soon began 
to splinter as many of the more liberal and pro-decentralization Young 
Turks left to form an opposition party in late 1911, the Freedom and 
Accord Party (also known as the Liberal Union or Liberal Entente)

• CUP led government exercised absolute control over the Ottoman Empire 
from 1913 to 1918, bringing the country closer to Germany, signing 
the Ottoman–German Alliance to enter the Empire into World War I on the 
side of the Central Powers,and carrying out the Armenian Genocide.
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Armenian Genocide

• was the Ottoman government's systematic extermination of 1.5 
million Armenians,mostly citizens within the Ottoman Empire. The 
starting date is conventionally held to be 24 April 1915, the day that 
Ottoman authorities rounded up, arrested, and deported 
from Constantinople (now Istanbul) to the region of Ankara 235 to 
270 Armenian intellectuals and community leaders, the majority of 
whom were eventually murdered. The genocide was carried out 
during and after World War Iand implemented in two phases—the 
wholesale killing of the able-bodied male population through 
massacre and subjection of army conscripts to forced labour, followed 
by the deportation of women, children, the elderly, and the infirm 
on death marchesleading to the Syrian Desert.
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Armistice (November 11, 1918) 
• Although the armistice ended the fighting on the Western Front, it 

had to be prolonged three times until the Treaty of Versailles, which 
was signed on 28 June 1919, took effect on 10 January 1920.
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Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points
• Proposal for just and lasting peace



League of Nations





Treaty of Versailles (1919)

• Dominated by Britain’s David Lloyd 
George, France’s George’s 
Clemenceau, and U.S. President 
Woodrow Wilson 

• Leaders of Central Powers and 
Soviet Union NOT included

• Most of Wilson’s Fourteen Points 
rejected by Allies; Britain and 
France bent on exacting maximum 
punishment from Germany.





What a 
wonderfully 
bad idea.

Straight 
border lines 
are always a 
recipe for 
disaster.



International Law – Geneva Convention 



Self-Determination and Yugoslavia





Massive Reparations 



Germany should accept legal responsibility…?

• To most people on the winning side in 1918, the fact that Germany 
and her allies had started the war was self-evident and 
uncontroversial. Austria-Hungary, strongly backed and encouraged by 
Germany, had deliberately pursued a war with Serbia. When it 
became clear that Russia was not prepared to abandon Serbia, the 
Germans ignored or even deliberately sabotaged attempts to set up a 
peace conference where the Great Powers could negotiate or 
arbitrate a compromise solution, and instead forced the issue by 
declaring war on both Russia and France. Then they deliberately 
violated a treaty they themselves had signed - the German Chancellor 
dismissing it as 'just a scrap of paper' - in order to invade Belgium as 
well.





“The Lost Generation”

• The Lost Generation is the 
generation that came of age during 
World War I, which took the lives of 
40 million people. “Lost,” in this 
context also means “disoriented, 
wandering, directionless”—a 
recognition that there was great 
confusion and aimlessness among 
the war's survivors in the early post-
war years."









U.S. Isolationist Foreign Policy



Influenza/Spanish Flu (1918)



Communist Russia



China- Fall of the Qing Dynasty → CHINESE 
REVOLUTUION (1911)



The Twenty-One Demands (1915)
• Designed to reduce China to Japanese protectorate

• Britain intervened, prevented total capitulation of China to Japan

• The demands would greatly extend Japanese control of Manchuria 
and of the Chinese economy, and were opposed by Britain and the 
United States. In the final settlement Japan gained a little but lost a 
great deal of prestige and trust in Britain and the US.

• Britain (and the United States) forced Japan to drop the fifth set of 
demands that would have given Japan a large measure of control over 
the entire Chinese economy and ended the Open Door Policy.



Japan
• During the war, Japan 

entered on side of the 
Allies in 1915

• Seized German-leased 
territory in China

• The Western powers 
present at the Treaty of 
Versailles rejected Japan'
s bid for a racial equality 
clause in 
subsequent Treaty of 
Versailles.





Fall of the Ottoman Empire



Sykes–Picot Agreement (1916)



Balfour Decree (1917)



The New Middle East: The Mandate System



Modern Day Turkey



The Question of Palestine 


